Since the end of the Cold War, the feeling that armed conflicts pose an existential threat, especially as a result of the large-scale use of nuclear weapons of mass destruction, has largely disappeared in Europe. However, the discussion on the proliferation of nuclear weapons and, above all, the cases of Iran and North Korea, which have attracted intense international attention during the last few years, serve as a warning that we must not delude ourselves into thinking that we live in a world free of nuclear dangers. And we are all aware that the nuclear-weapon states still have tens of thousands of nuclear weapons in their arsenals; but, of course, it is only too human not to want to think about these risks and dangers every day. The recent report that several missiles with nuclear warheads had been flown across the US by mistake therefore served as a wake-up call. That was probably no bad thing.
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A look at South Asia, the focus of your conference, reveals that it would be wrong to concentrate solely, as happens time and again, on new proliferation risks and potential nuclear-weapon states. Two states -India and Pakistan -face each other in South Asia which are both in possession of nuclear weapons and have had a very difficult -2 -and conflict-ridden relationship with one another since their founding, including a highly complicated unresolved regional conflict. Neither state has signed the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and they have thus played a crucial role in preventing the Treaty from achieving universality from the outset. Reports that the two sides now want to step up efforts to tackle regional tensions and instabilities on the Subcontinent by engaging in dialogue and confidence-building measures should certainly be welcomed. But this cannot really give us peace of mind in view of the nuclear arsenals and efforts to arm on both sides.
However, I don't want to give a talk on the issues and problems being dealt with by your conference. Rather, I want to share some thoughts on the current state of the efforts to shape arms control, disarmament and non-proliferation policy from the German Government's perspective.
To come back to my introductory remark: despite the relief we still feel now that the Cold War is over, this end was -as astute observers have always known -not the end of history nor the dawn of a peaceful new age in which all the fears that weighed heavily on our minds during the Cold War vanished. Indeed we were forced to recognize not long after the fall of the Wall here in Berlin almost 18 years ago that we live in a world with new and more complex challenges to our security. The international community has to tackle these new challenges and dangers together. We can only deal with them effectively if we work -4 -together. Today more than ever, our maxim must be: security is indivisible.
In this new security situation, our key task is to ensure security on the basis of jointly defined global norms and through cooperation rather than isolation and confrontation. The German Government fully supports this approach. Non-proliferation, disarmament and arms control enshrined in international treaties are a key concern of Germany's foreign and security policy.
That an unchecked arms race doesn't enhance security is an important and still valid insight gained from the Cold War. Rather, we need common rules to contain military power, thus creating a basis for guaranteeing stability and security in the long term.
Any efforts in the arms control and disarmament sphere should, in our view, be based on existing multilateral treaties and the common norms laid down in them. The German Government believes that the preservation, development and any necessary adjustments of this multilateral framework are important tasks for the international community:
-These instruments provide the foundation for cooperative security.
They form the basis for states' disarmament obligations both in the sphere of weapons of mass destruction, that is to say nuclear, biological and chemical weapons, and in the field of conventional armament. Moreover, progress in the nuclear disarmament of the two largest nuclear-weapon states, Russia and the US, is of special importance.
In addition to this global agenda, our attention must, of course, turn to arms control at regional level. In Europe we have created a set of finely-tuned instruments, especially in the fields of conventional arms control and military confidence-building. This basis for a common security area must be preserved and adapted to the changed circumstances. Germany strongly supports this line. This is particularly topical at present when we are struggling to conserve and further develop the Treaty on conventional armed forces in Europe concluded in 1990 which marked a high point at the end of the Cold War in terms of arms control.
However, we aren't only faced with concerns and problems in Europe.
When we look at the rest of the world, we see considerable arms control deficits in other regions, especially in potential conflict regions. In South Asia, in the Middle East and in East Asia, the international treaty regimes have to be strengthened and further developed in order to more successfully counter the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. The united front presented by the international community in its joint efforts to resolve the Iranian In both cases, it must be remembered that the international community's approach to make these states embrace international cooperation is not based on the "law of the strong" who try to impose their will on others. In both cases, we are acting on the basis of the Non-Proliferation Treaty, the IAEA agreements, as well as the Charter of the United Nations. We are thus acting on the basis of multilateral agreements, that is to say we were acting on the firm ground of legitimacy and legality.
This firm ground will also have to be preserved if we want to get to grips with a problem connected to non-proliferation and the fight against proliferation which is rightly being much discussed at present:
the question as to how we can organize a fair, economical and politically safe supply of nuclear fuel for all interested states. Let me emphasize that this is not about indirectly promoting nuclear poweras you know the German Government has a clear position on that.
This is about how the peaceful use of nuclear energy -and the decision in favour of nuclear energy is up to each individual state -is possible without jeopardizing nuclear non-proliferation.
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The German Government is convinced that this is only possible within the framework of a cooperative approach. Efforts to divide the world into fuel cycle states and other states will not succeed. We need new political-institutional approaches which make all states showing goodwill a fair offer. The proposal put forward by Germany is aimed at a solution based on multilateral treaties. In essence, we propose that the IAEA be put in charge of a special area in which a commercial uranium enrichment plant could be established free of any interference from nation-states. This solution is -just like all other proposals put forward in this context -complex and will have to be fleshed out.
Parallel to your conference, the Federal Foreign Office is holding an international workshop on this issue, with the aim of fostering the clarification of difficult questions. Here, too, the maxim is: more cooperation leads to more security.
Let me conclude by saying that from a global perspective, in particular against the background of our own experience in Europe, I
would like to rephrase the title of this conference "Conference on Security and Cooperation in South Asia: A Global Perspective" slightly to "Conference on Security through Cooperation in South Asia". That is to say, security through cooperation -cooperation at bilateral, regional and global level.
The German Government's arms control, disarmament and nonproliferation policy is founded on this approach, both in its efforts to preserve and strengthen the multilateral treaty instruments and in the quest for answers to new challenges.
